
 

 

U.S. History Final Exam Study Guide/Mr. DeNardo        
FORMAT:    Test will be 80 multiple choice questions & two essay questions.  (20% of course grade) 

 

 

 

Boom and Bust:  The Roaring 20s, the Great Depression, and the New Deal 
1.  What were two important economic changes that the spread of the automobile caused? 

2.  What were two important social changes that the spread of the automobile caused? 

3.  Not including cars, what were four new products that became available to American consumers during the 1920s? 

4. What were three reasons why Americans bought more consumer products than ever before during the 1920s? 

5. How did the spread of electricity change the lives of many Americans during the 1920s? 

6. Who were the flappers and how did they challenge traditional ideas of womanhood? 

7. What exactly was the Red Scare, what caused it, and who was affected by it? 

8. What led to the rise of the “New” Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s?  What groups did the KKK oppose, and  how many  

      members did it have? 

9. What conditions helped both spectator and participatory sports to become so popular in the 1920s? 

10. What exactly was the Harlem Renaissance? 

11. What were three outstanding characteristics and/or themes of African American art/literature during the Harlem   

       Renaissance? 

12. What are two reasons that Prohibition was largely ineffective in the U.S. during the 1920s? 

13. What were three effects/consequences of Prohibition during the 1920s? 

14. What did Charles Lindbergh accomplish, and what were the deeper reasons he became such a hero in the 1920s? 

15. What role did jazz play in the 1920s? 

16. What was the Sacco and Vanzetti Trial about and what does it tell us about American society during the 1920s? 

17. What was the Scopes Trial about and what does it tell us about American society during the 1920s? 

18. What were three reasons that the U.S. economy was weak even before the stock crash of 1929? 

19. What were three economic effects of the stock market crash? 

20. What was Herbert Hoover’s attitude about the role of the federal government at the start of the Depression?  Why? 

21. What was the Bonus Army, and how did Hoover’s treatment of them hurt his popularity? 

22. What exactly is meant by the “New Deal”? 

23. What happened during the “Hundred Days”? 

24. Upon assuming office, what immediate action did FDR take regarding the banks? 

25. What were FDR’s “fireside chats”? 

26. What did Franklin Roosevelt hope that the New Deal would accomplish? 

27. What were three reasons that FDR was so popular? 

28. How did each of the following criticize the New Deal? 

 a) Father Coughlin  b) Francis Townsend 

 c) Huey Long   d) Business owners and the wealthy 

29. For people living at the time of the Depression, what would have been the worst thing about going to a soup kitchen? 

30. What was the Dust Bowl, what caused it, and what were its effects? 

31. What was the CCC and what did it do? 

32. What was the WPA and what did it do? 

33. What was the AAA and what did it do? 

34. What was the NRA and what did it do? 

35. What was the TVA and what did it do? 

36. What was the SEC and what did it do? 

37. What was the FDIC and what did it do? 

38. What did the Wagner Act do? 

39. What role did Eleanor Roosevelt play during her husband’s presidency? 

40. What was the Social Security Act, to whom did it provide benefits, and how was it to be paid for? 

41. Discuss how the Supreme Court reacted to the New Deal? (3+ sentences on this one) 

42. What was FDR’s court-packing proposal and how did the public react to it? 

 

 

 



The Founding of the Nation 
43. Who fought each other in the French and Indian War, when did it happen, and what were three important  

      consequences of that war? 

44. What was the relationship between the French and Indian War and the writing of the Declaration of Independence? 

45. What was the name of the first plan of government for the new U.S. & what were two ways that it was a very weak  

      government? 

46. What was Shay’s Rebellion and what important effect did it have? 

47. What exactly is the Constitution? 

48. What are the names of the three branches of the national government set up by the Constitution?  

49. What is the function of each branch?  In other words, what does each branch do? 

50. The Legislative Branch has two parts—what are they? 

51. The Constitution created a “federal” system of government?  What is meant by a system of “federalism?” 

52. Identify eight important rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. 

53. What two issues were the Civil War fought over? 

54. What are three observations that you made about the Civil War from the movie “Glory?” 

55. What exactly was the “Reconstruction” period? 
56. What were the differing ideas about Reconstruction held by Andrew Johnson and the Radical Republicans? 
57. What was the Freedman’s Bureau? 
58. How did the North attempt to enforce Reconstruction on the South and protect the rights of the Freedmen? 

59. What did the three “Reconstruction Amendments” (13th Amendment, 14th Amendment, & 15th Amendment) do? 

60. What were three ways that the right to vote of emancipated slaves was limited by white southerners once     

      Reconstruction was over? 

61. What was the system of sharecropping that developed in the South after the Civil War? 

62. What exactly were Jim Crow laws? 

63. What group emerged with the purpose of suppressing the rights of freed African Americans? 

64. In the Plessy v. Ferguson decision, what did the Supreme Court say about Jim Crow laws? 

 

 

 

The Gilded Age & Progressive Era 
65. What are three reasons why the U.S. was able to industrialize so rapidly during the Gilded Age? 

66. Identify three Robber Barons and the industries they dominated. 

67. What is meant by a “laissez-faire” economic policy? 

68. What is the concept of Social Darwinism? 

69. What were three positive effects of rapid urbanization during the Gilded Age? 

70. What were three negative effects of rapid urbanization during the Gilded Age? 

71. How was the “Old Immigration” of the 1st half of the 1800s different from the “New Immigration” of the late  

       19th/early 20th centuries? 

72. What is a labor union? 

73. During the Gilded Age, how did the U.S. government generally respond to strikes by unions? 

74. What exactly does “Progressive Movement” or “Progressive Era” refer to? 

75. What exactly is a “muckraker”? 

76. What was a “trust? 

77. What was meant by “trustbusting” and how did Teddy Roosevelt’s and Woodrow Wilson’s beliefs about trustbusting  

      differ? 

78. For what progressive reforms did each of the following progressives work for: Margaret Sanger, Carrie Catt, Jane  

      Addams, John Muir, Carrie Nation? 

79. What are three things that Alice Paul is known for? 

80. How did Teddy Roosevelt actions in the Northern Securities case & the 1902 Coal Strike differ from those of  

      presidents during the Gilded Age? 

81. Which constitutional amendment finally achieved women’s suffrage, and what year did it pass? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Age of Expansion/Imperialism 
82. What exactly was the concept of “Manifest Destiny”? 

83. What happened on the “Trail of Tears” and why? 

84. What land did the U.S. take from Mexico as part of the treaty ending the Mexican-American War (i.e. what states did  

       it become)? 

85. How did American ethnocentrism influence the treatment of the Plains Indians in the 1870s and 1880s? 

86. What was the Dawes Act and why was it so devastating to Indian culture? 

87. What exactly is imperialism, and what were three main motives/justifications for it? 

88. What are the similarities and differences between Manifest Destiny and imperialism? 

89. Identify whether each of the following are examples of Manifest Destiny or imperialism:  a) Trail of Tears,  b)   

      annexation of Puerto Rico,  c) annexation of Hawaii,   d) Mexican-American War,  e) getting control of the Panama  

      Canal zone 

90. What are two reasons why the U.S. annexed Hawaii in the late 1800’s? 

91. How did “yellow journalism” contribute to the U.S. declaring war on Spain, and what territories did the U.S. gain  

        control of after the Spanish-American War? 

92. How did the Platt Amendment affect the relationship between Cuba and the U.S. after the Spanish-American War? 

93. What was the Monroe Doctrine and how did Teddy Roosevelt modify it with his “Roosevelt Corollary”? 

94. How did the U.S. gain control of property in Panama to build a canal? 

95. How did the U.S. gain control of the Philippines & why did Emilio Aguinaldo and the Filipinos go to war against  

        the U.S.? 

96. How did economics lead the U.S. to side more with France and Britain during World War I? 

97. Besides economics, what are three reasons why the U.S. finally declared war on Germany? 

98. Summarize what Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points were about, and then identify three specific goals articulated  

        within them. 

99. What are 3 specific ways the U.S. government took more power over the economy during WWI than ever before? 

100. What groups of Americans were able to get jobs in U.S. factories during WWI  that had largely not been able to get  

         them before? 

101. What was the “Great Migration”? 

102. What are three ways that the civil liberties (rights) of Americans were affected/restricted during WWI?  

 

 

 

 

The Essay Questions (which will require a minimum 1 ½ page answer 

each) will be on the following two topics: 

1.The positive and negative developments of the 1920s, including the  

      tension and conflict between old and new values during the decade  

     (you will need to include discussion of social, economic, and political  

      Factors  in your answer).   
[Note: For this essay do NOT write about the Progressive Era or the Great Depression.  The Progressive Era 

ended in 1919.  The Great Depression happened in the 1930s—even though the stock market crash happened at 

the very end of the decade, October 29, 1929, ninety-nine percent of the Depression happened during the 1930s.] 

 

 

 

2.How the expansion of the role of the federal government during the  

      New Deal affected then and continues to affect the lives of Americans  

      both positively and negatively 
 
 


